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wright ftaues, and at the end of euery two lines where
you write by cooples or poulters meafure: for I fee
many writers which draw their fentences in length,
and make an ende at latter Larnmas: for commonly
before they end, the Reader hath forgotten where he
begon. But do you (if you wil follow my aduife)
efchue prolixitie and knit vp your fentences as com-
pendioufly as you may, fmce breuitie (fo that it be nq
drowned in obfcuritie) is molt commendable.

16 I had forgotten a notable kinde of ryme, called
ryding rime, and that is fuche as our Mayfler and
Father Chaucer vfed in his Canterburie tales, and in
diuers other delectable and light enterprifes: but
though it come to my remembrance fomewhat out of
order, it mall not yet come altogether out of time, for
I will nowe tell you a conceipt whiche I had before
forgotten to wryte : you may fee (by the way) that I
holde a prepoflerous order in my traditions, but as I
fayde before I wryte moued by good wil, and not to
fhewe my fkill. Then to returne too my matter, as this
riding rime ferueth moll aptly to wryte a merie tale,
fo Rythme royall is fitteft for agrauedifcourfe. Ballades
are belle of matters of loue, and rondlettes mofle apt
for the beating or handlyng of an adage or common
prouerbe : Sonets feme afwell in matters of loue as
of difcourfe: Dizaymes and Sixames for fliorte Fan-
tazies: Verlayes for an effectual proportion, although
by the name you might otherwife iudge of Verlayes,
and the long verfe of twelue and fouretene fillables, al-
though it be now adayes vfed in all Theames, yet in my
iudgement it would ferue beft for Pfalmes and Himpnes.

I woulde flande longer in thefe traditions, were it
not that I doubt mine owne ignoraunce, but as I fayde
before. I know that I write to my freende, and affying
my felfe therevpon, I make an ende.

FINIS.